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Ann Fay Honeycutt accepts the role of "man of the house" when her father leaves to fight Hitler

because she wants to do her part for the war in this Parents' Choice Silver Honor Book. She's doing

well with the extra responsibilities when a frightening polio epidemic strikes, crippling many local

children. Her town of Hickory responds by creating an emergency hospital in three days. Ann Fay

reads each issue of the newspaper for the latest news of the 1944 epidemic, but soon she discovers

for herself just how devastating polio can be. As her challenges grow, so does her resourcefulness.

In the face of tragedy, Ann Fay discovers her ability to move forward. She experiences the healing

qualities of friendship and explores the depths of her own faithfulness to those she

loves&#151;even to one she never expected to love at all.
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Ah, historical fiction. Though it was the bane of my youth, in my old age I'm finding the subject

infinitely more interesting that I ever did as an actual kid. I was always the child who'd rather eyeball

the latest Anne McCaffery rather than choke down an Elizabeth George Speare. Now I almost look

forward to delights like "Blue". Especially when they have covers as engaging as this one. Evoking

more than a few "To Kill a Mockingbird" feelings through its cover art, Joyce Moyer Hostetter brings

us a tale of racism, polio, and war. It's also a story of love, sheer will, and small acts of heroism. And

though I'd some problems with Hostetter's methods, this is one of the best-researched thoroughly

engaging tales of 1944-45 you'll find this year.Ann Fay Honeycutt's father's going to war. It's 1944

and American troops are constantly shipping out. Before he leaves, Ann Fay's daddy hands her a



pair of overalls and informs his eldest daughter that she's going to have to be the man of the house

while he's gone. Ann Fay feels up to the job, taking care of her siblings and tending the family's

garden in her dad's absence. Unfortunately, there's a polio epidemic in this part of North Carolina

and before anyone knows it the dread disease grabs ahold of Ann Fay's little brother Bobby. Now

Ann Fay has to deal with a horribly depressed mother and twin little sisters all in the midst of

remaining under a quarantine. When Ann Fay herself comes down with polio, however, she makes

the acquaintance of a colored girl and begins to accept what has happened to her with a kind of

grace.Now I have a low down-home-folksy-goodness-mixed-with-hopeful-wisdom tolerance.
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